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miseries in its train. He will be considered a true alleviator of India's
ills, who can think out a remedy for this, and, having discovered it, puts
it into practice. Only after these essential remedial steps have been
taken will it be proper for us to take other measures to supplement them.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 17-6-1905

420. INDIA'S MILITARY AID TO ENGLAND

From the figures published in the journal, India., relating to the mili-
tary aid England receives from India, we learn that a troop of 8,215 soldiers
had come to South Africa in 1899; a platoon of 14,371 men was sent out
to China, when the Boxer Rebellion broke out in that country; and 3,376
Indian soldiers were sent to Somaliland. These figures are exclusive of
those who are stationed in Tibet as also those posted to guard the North-
west Frontier.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 17-6-1905

421. MR. GANDHI REPLIES*

All I have to say in connection with the above letter is that I am
not aware if the facts stated in history books are incorrect. I shall be glad
to correct my mistakes, if any. The facts I have stated are to be found
in The Encyclopedia Britanmca, Hunter's History of India and other books.
However, the fact whether I am right or wrong need not be emphasised,
but the aim with which I presented the facts should be taken into consi-
deration. And if I have presented the historical facts with the intention
of doing good, nobody should take offence.

M. K. GANDHI
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 17-6-1905

1 After "Mr. Gandhi's Comments", 3-6-1905, was published in Indian Opinion, the Editor
received a letter protesting against it from "A Follower of Islam", who said : "The state-
ment that the lower classes of Hindus had been converted to Islam is not supported by
any Urdu or Gujarati books on Indian history. However, if any such thoughts are found
in some wretched books of history, they must have been only the figments of Hindu imagi-
nation. ..Will Mr. Gandhi be pleased to give the name of the history whence he has learnt
such serious things?" This is Gandhiji's reply.